THE    GREAT    TUDORS

December of the same year Raleigh reported to Burghley
that Grenville was active in training the Devon militia.
This was undoubtedly his command in 1588, and it is certain
that he did not serve at sea against the Armada. In the
spring he was preparing a fleet for Virginia, but it was for-
bidden to sail, and the ships were taken into the naval
service. That Grenville did not accompany them we may
be sure by the absence of his name from the records of the
campaign, although we have no actual evidence of his doings
until September. In that month the Queen directed him to
stay all shipping on the north coasts of Devon and Cornwall
because some of the retreating Spanish vessels had been
driven to the west coast of Ireland.1 The implication is that
it might be necessary to transport troops to Ireland in case
the Spaniards should have landed in force. It turned out
not to be necessary, for the Irish massacred the unhappy
castaways. During the two following years, 1589-90,
Grenville seems to have been engaged mainly in Ireland,
where he was associated with Raleigh in the plantation of
Englishmen in Munster. It was a natural sequel to his
previous activities, for in the view of that time the settlement
of Ireland was regarded as a work of colonisation equally
with that of Virginia, and Raleigh and Grenville were
obviously the men to take the lead in it.

Grenville was a coloniser and a soldier, but he was also a
seaman, and it does seem a little curious that he found no
opportunity of taking part in the great sea campaigns of
1587, 1588, and 1589. These were the years of Drake's
ascendancy, and the explanation may be that he was not on
good terms with Drake. A Spanish report of 1587 points to
this. On June 20 Mendoza wrote to the King that the
English Government had decided not to make Grenville
subordinate to Drake (in the expedition which singed
Philip's beard), because " it was necessary to send some
person who would not raise questions, but would obey
Drake unreservedly." a Mendoza is a very unreliable
informant, but there may be some truth in this, Grenville
had been accused of pride and ambition, and perhaps enter-
tained some social prejudice against submitting to the
humbly born Drake. Perhaps also there was a grievance
over the return of the Virginia colony in 1586. At any
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